Introduction
The Madeira mealybug, Phenacoccus madeirensis Green (Hemiptera: Pseudococcidae) is a recently introduced invasive pest in India (Shylesha & Joshi 2012) . It is of Neotropical origin and is widely prevalent in the Afrotropical, Australasian, Nearctic, Neotropical, Palaearctic and Oriental regions (Ben-Dov 2013) . This mealybug continues to invade new areas, including Asian countries such as Pakistan, Vietnam, Philippines, China, Taiwan and Thailand (Muniappan et al. 2009 , Muniappan 2011 . It is highly polyphagous, attacking 152 plant species in 46 families (Ben-Dov 2013), including many agronomic and horticultural crops in both indoor and outdoor productions. It has the potential to assume serious proportions in India in view of its highly polyphagous nature and absence of effective local natural enemies.
No attempts have been made so far towards classical biological control of P. madeirensis in any country where it is an invasive. Anagyrus loecki Noyes & Menezes (in Noyes 2000), a parasitoid introduced as part of classical biological control programmes against the papaya mealybug (Paracoccus marginatus Williams & Granara de Willink) in several countries including India, was originally reared on P. madeirensis, but it has not been used against P. madeirensis anywhere except the USA. 
